Introduction

Dr. Myrup’s lecture material on ancient Mesoamerica and the Aztecs comes from a variety of sources and treats a variety of subjects.  In this regard, there is not a single good source to send students to in order to catch up on what we covered in class.  Accordingly, I’ve posted a variety of works here that could be helpful, including excerpts from Michael Coe’s Mexico, excerpts from Richard Townsend’s The Aztecs, the introduction to Miguel Leon-Portilla’s Broken Spears, and a handout about Nahuatl pronunciation and numbers.

Ancient Mesoamerica
Source material: Leon-Portilla, Broken Spears, xxviii-xxxiii; Coe, Mexico, 188, 192.

Fun Stuff: Star Wars clip filmed at the Maya ruins of Tikal in Guatemala.

Terms

Mesoamerica

Pre-Classic
Olmec

Classic
Maya
Teotihuacan

Post-Classic
Toltecs
Mexica
Aztec Gods
Coatlicue = “She of the Serpent Skirt”
Huitzilopochtli = “Hummingbird on the Left”

Locations, Myths, & Misc
Aztlan = “Land of the White Herons”
Azteca
Mexica
Chicomoztoc = “Land of the Seven Caves”
Coatepec = “Snake Mountain”
Lake Texcoco
Tlatoani

Triple Alliance
Tenochtitlan
Texcoco
Tlacopan



Aztec Society and Culture
Source Material: Handout on pronouncing and counting in Nahuatl; Coe, Mexico, 169-171, 174-175; Leon-Portilla, Broken Spears, xliv-xlv, xlvii; Townsend, Aztecs, 156-160; 164-165.

Fun Stuff: Horrible Histories, “Aztec Master Chef”; Horrible Histories, “Aztec Punishments”

Terms
Nahuatl 
Telpochcalli = male school for commoners
Ichpochcalli = female school for commoners
Calmecac = seminary for pipiltin, traders, etc.
Chinampas = “floating gardens”



Aztec Cannibalism and Warfare
Source Material: Coe, Mexico, 175-177; Townsend, Aztecs, 195-201; Leon-Portilla, xliii-xliv.

Fun Stuff: Horrible Histories, “Aztec Whodunnit-O”

Terms
Yaoyotl = warfare
Xochiyaoyotl = flower wars
Huitzilopochtli = main Aztec god to whom victims are sacrificed
Macuahuitl = Aztec obsidian/club sword
Atlatl = used to hurl darts
Tzompantli = skull rack


The Cosmic Struggle: Tetzcatlipoca and Quetzalcoatl
Source Material: Coe, Mexico, 177-183; Townsend, Aztecs, 108-128 (at end of PDF as Chapter 7: The Aztec Symbolic World); handout on Aztec pronunciation and counting.

Terms
Ome = two
Yei = three
Nahui = four
Ometeotl (“dual divinity”)
Triple Alliance
Tetzcatlipoca (“smoking mirror”)
Quetzalcoatl (“feathered serpent”)
Aztec Calendar Stone
Xihuitl (365 day count)
Tonalpohualli (260 day count)


[bookmark: _GoBack]Cortés and the Conquest of Mexico
Source Material: Watch Video from Dr. Myrup’s Atlantic World class on the Conquest of Mexico.

Terms

Hernán Cortés
Bernal Díaz
Pedro de Alvarado
Jerónimo de Aguilar
Doña Marina
Cempoalans
Tlaxcalans
Cholulans
Mexica
Pánfilo de Nárvaes
Montezuma (Moctezuma)
Cuauhtemoc







